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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, Applicant hereby 
notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached 
PTO/SB/08 A & B forms and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem material to 
patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DOCUMENTS 

I I In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Applicant encloses herewith a copy of a Communication 
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from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application citing such documents, together 
with an English-language version of that portion of the Communication indicating the 
degree of relevance found by the foreign patent office. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Applicant submits the following explanations: 

O Complete English translations of foreign language documents are being submitted 
herewith, and therefore no concise explanation for such documents is required. 



CERTIFICATION AND FEE PAYMENT INFORMATION 

£3 The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: (1) No later than three 

months from the application's filing date; (2) Before the mailing date of the first Office 
Action on the merits (whichever is later); or (3) Before the mailing date of the first Office 
Action after filing a request for continued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114, and 
therefore, no Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 7(p) is 
required. If this is not the case, the patent office is hereby authorized to charge any 
related fee to Deposit Account No. 030172, order number 29519/04004. 

O The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed thirty days or fewer from a 
Communication from a foreign patent office and Applicant submits the following 
Statement Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.704(d). Each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a Communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart application and this Communication was not received by any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than thirty days prior to the filing of 
the Information Disclosure Statement. 

O The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the later of three 

months from the application's filing date and mailing date of the first Office Action on 
the merits, but before a Final Office Action, Notice of Allowance, or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application (whichever is earlier), and therefore 
Applicant submits the following Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e). No fee under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is required. If this is not the case, the patent office is hereby authorized 
to charge any related fee to Deposit Account No. 030172. 

I | Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was 
cited in a Communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

I | No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was 
cited in a Communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made reasonable 
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inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

[~1 The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (without a Statement under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)) after the later of three months from the application's filing date and 
the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but before a Final Office Action, 
Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application 
(whichever is earlier). Accordingly, Applicant submits the fee required under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.1 7(p). The fee is being paid in the following manner: 

[ ] A check is attached in the amount of $ as required under 37 § 1.1 7(p). 

I The patent office is hereby authorized to charge the amount of $ and 

any related fee to Deposit Account No. 030172. 

U The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing of a final 
Office Action, Notice of Allowance or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application, but on or before the payment of the issue fee. Accordingly, Applicant 
submits the following Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) along with the fee required 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

I I Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was 
cited in a Communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was 
cited in a Communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

AND , the fee is being paid in the following manner: 

| | A check is attached in the amount of $ as required under 37 § 1 . 1 7(p). 

LJ The patent office is hereby authorized to charge the amount of $ and 

any related fee to Deposit Account No. 030172. 

Respectfully submitted, 

By; J/rvJ&j 

Kenneth J. Smith, Reg. No. 45,1 15 
Customer No. 24024 
(216)622-8674 



3 



ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /EM/ 



Date: °i\l\b1o 



Receipt date: 09/11/200. 



Under the Paperwork Reduction' 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 




10576214 -GAU: 3767 



PTO/SB/08A (07-06) 
Approved for use through 09/30/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
re required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



fff |14 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 2951 9/04004 



10/576,214 



April 17, 2006 



George Gorodeski 



not yet assigned 



not yet assigned 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2f "' < "°"" , 






us - 3,797,494 


08/09/1971 


Zaffaroni 








us - 4,016,251 


04/05/1977 


Higuchi et al. 








us - 4,052,505 


10/04/1977 


Higuchi et al. 








us ' 4,069,307 


01/17/1978 


Higuchi et al. 








us "4,144,317 


03/13/1979 


Higuchi et al. 








us " 4,291,014 


09/22/1981 


Keith et al. 








us - 4, 321, 252 


03/23/1982 


Kieth et al. 








us " 4,438,1 39 


03/20/1981 


Keith et al. 








us " 4,976,692 


12/11/1990 


Atad 








us - 5,027,830 


07/02/1991 


Koch 








us " 5,104,377 


04/14/1992 


Levine 








us - 5,164,189 


03/11/1991 


Farhadieh et al. 








us " 5,261,878 


11/16/1993 


Galindo 








us - 5,295,984 


03/22/1994 


Contente et al. 








us- 5,306,249 


04/26/1994 


Don Michel 








us - 5,397,307 


03/14/1995 


Goodin 








us " 5,460,610 


10/24/1995 


Don Michel 








us " 5,505,701 


04/09/1996 


Anaya Fernandez de Lomana 








us " 5,508,045 


04/16/1996 


Harrison 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). J See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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us " 5,508,045 


04/16/1996 


Harrison et al. 








us " 5,510,064 


04/23/1996 


Koch 








us " 5,529,782 


11/03/1994 


Staab 








us - 5,545,210 


08/13/1996 


Hess et al. 








us " 5,554,1 19 


09/10/1996 


Harrison et al. 








us " 5,558,642 


09/24/1996 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 








us " 5,562,641 


10/08/1996 


Flomenblit et al. 








us " 5,607,691 


03/04/1997 


Hale et al. 








us ' 5,612,051 


03/18/1997 


Yue 








us " 5,624,399 


04/29/1997 


Ackerman 








us " 5,656,638 


08/12/1997 


Gaeta et al. 








us " 5,674,239 


10/07/1997 


Zadini et al. 








us " 5,679.647 


10/21/1997 


Carson et al. 








us - 5,703,116 


12/30/1997 


Gaeta et al. 








us- 5,707,642 


01/13/1998 


Yue 








us - 5,713,861 


02/03/1998 


Vanarthos 








us - 5,716,340 


02/10/1998 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 








us - 5,749,845 


05/12/1998 


Hildebrand et al. 








us " 5,750,134 


05/12/1998 


Scholz et al. 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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us " 5,760,062 


06/02/1998 


Gaeta et al. 








us " 5,762,956 


06/09/1998 


Chien et al. 








us " 5,767,278 


06/16/1998 


Gaeta et al. 








us " 5,770,61 3 


06/23/1998 


Gaeta et al. 








us " 5,780,045 


11/08/1996 


McQuinn et al. 








us " 5,800,374 


09/01/1998 


Beyersdorf 








us - 5,804,566 


09/08/1998 


Carson et al. 








us " 5,811,410 


09/22/1998 


Falk et al. 








us - 5,827,834 


10/27/1998 


Falk et al. 








us " 5,830,848 


11/03/1998 


Harrison et al. 








us " 5,830,877 


11/03/1998 


Carson et al. 








us " 5,830,882 


11/03/1998 


Falk et al 








us ' 5,833,974 


11/10/1998 


Teicher 








us - 5,849,719 


12/15/1998 


Carson et al. 








us- 5,852,002 


12/22/1998 


Falk et al. 








us - 5,858,365 


01/12/1999 


Faller 








us " 5,863,552 


01/26/1999 


Yue 








us " 5,863,936 


01/26/1999 


Gaeta et al. 








us - 5,869,539 


02/09/1999 


Garfield et al. 
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us " 5,877,216 


03/02/1999 


Place et al. 








us " 5,902,817 


05/11/1999 


Jackson et al. 








us - 5,908,407 


06/01/1999 


Frazee et al. 
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07/27/1999 
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09/07/1999 
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us - 5,962,521 


10/05/1999 
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10/26/1999 


Keep et al. 








us " 5,980,804 


11/09/1999 


Koch 
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Carson et al. 
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11/16/1999 


Falk etal. 
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03/14/2000 


Hasty 








us ' 6,048,544 


04/11/2000 


Yue 
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04/11/2000 


Falk et al. 
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04/25/2000 


Jackson et al. 
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us " 6,054,470 


04/25/2000 


Betageri et al. 
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